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Hope for the Fall 
  
We've got a lot of hope this fall. We 
hope you all had a wonderful summer 
and had a chance to join us out at the 
work site along with bicyclists from 
across the nation, local businesses, 
churches, colleges and universities, and 
even a few Timberwolves.  
We hope that the economy has not put 
too deep a dent in donor's pockets and 
that we can garner the support 
necessary to complete construction on 
the Johnson's home. As always we 
hope that everyone has safe and decent 
shelter in which to gather and give 
thanks for all God's blessings this 
Thanksgiving. 
  

 

Tragedy to Triumph for a 
Habitat Family 

 
By Melissa Ganje & photojournalist Harry 
Baker, FOX 21 News 
 

CLOQUET - Tragedy has 
turned to triumph for one 
Cloquet family.  They are 
getting a Thrivent builds with 
Habitat for Humanity home but 
they need your help to finish it. 
 

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=awtpz5cab.0.0.cwfel9cab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitatduluth.org%2F&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=awtpz5cab.0.0.cwfel9cab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitatduluth.org%2F&id=preview


A young Cloquet family is getting their 1st home!  It's a chance for them to start 
over after a year filled with tragedy and pain.  They got the good news this 
summer.  "We came out and the Minnesota Timberwolves were here and they are 
the ones that told us we got the house and I just started crying, I was just like, I 
can't believe this is happening because all the bad things, I was just like this can't 
be happening, this is a dream," said Sara Johnson  "It's a good thing after a lot of 
bad stuff," said Dan Johnson. 
Dan and Sara Johnson have been through a lot and it all started last year when 
their son Landen was diagnosed with diabetes after he collapsed on the floor.  
"His blood sugar was 1,497.  They said he shouldn't have been alive and I was 
like this is so horrible, how can this happen and I thought that was the worst 
thing," said Sara Johnson.  Then at just 4 months and 21 days old, Johnson says 
her son Aiden passed away from SIDS.  "And we were kind of struggling trying to 
move on without him, trying to teach the kids that it's not their fault, they blame 
themselves."  When on Valentines Day of this year, Johnson's husband and their 
2 boys were involved in a near fatal car crash in Cloquet.  "Experiencing all that 
and staying in the hospital for 2 ½ months, it was the worst thing I could ever 
possibly imagine," said Sara Johnson.  Both boys were injured; their oldest son is 
still recovering.  Dan Johnson was in a coma for a month with a traumatic brain 
injury and was paralyzed in his hands and legs.  "They told me he would never 
walk, he would never talk again," said Sara Johnson.  It was a long road to 
recovery but now Dan Johnson is back on his feet.  "I'm supposed to be in a 
wheelchair, in a group home, not being able to respond to anything so I like to 
think that I've come really far," said Dan Johnson.  
They are renting a small apartment that is not handicap accessible so this new 
home is a blessing.  "If I can get in here faster, I don't have; to worry about Dan 
so much falling down the stairs, it's just really unsafe in our house right now," said 
Sara Johnson.  The Johnson's have held fund raisers and have been there every 
week helping with the build.  "I'm continually impressed by their attitude, the way 
they've shown up all the time, every time we need them," said Daryl Yankee of 
Western Lake Superior Habitat for Humanity.    
Monday volunteers were finishing the electrical and getting the home ready for 
insulation, the goal is to have it completely finished by Thanksgiving.  "We'd like 
to sit down as a family; it would be kind of nice to be able to have our first 
Thanksgiving in our first home," said Sara Johnson.  But they need money to buy 
building materials so they can finish the home by winter.  "Yeah we could 
defiantly use the community's help to bring it on home here," said Yankee.  It's a 
chance for them to start a new life in a new home.  "It's been a long road, getting 
a house that's going to be the way we want it is going to be wonderful," said Dan 
Johnson. 
 
To donate, log on to www.habitatduluth.org or call (218) 722-3875.   
 

See the Story on Fox 21  

http://www.habitatduluth.org/
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=awtpz5cab.0.0.cwfel9cab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox21online.com%2Fsmalltowns%2Fcloquet-family-needs-help-finish-habitat-home&id=preview


Timberwolves spotted in Cloquet  
Minnesota Timberwolves forwards Cory Brewer and 
Ryan Gomes prowled the jobsite on Spruce Street 
Friday, July 31st  to help raise some walls, greet fans, 
and surprise the Johnson family with the good news that 
they would become homeowners this year! 
 
Gomes emphasized the importance of the visit by the 
Caravan team, "We all have our dream homes... Coming 
out here and building and (helping) people getting their 
own homes is a special thing. A home is the first thing 
you need in your life. You need a place to have shelter 
and this is what they will get, so this is a blessing for 
them, and we are glad to be a part of this."  
 
Joined by assistant coach J.B. Bickerstaff and 
representatives from US Bank, Cory and Ryan raised 
wall sections and expectations for a happy holiday for 
Dan, Sara and the boys.                                                     
                                                                                           
Ryan, Cory, and J.B. give the Johnson's good news 
 
This was the final stop on a statewide caravan that 
allowed Wolves players and staff to give back to the community and show their appreciation for 
their fans.  
 
See Ryan Gomes talk about his Habitat experience here: Timberwolves make stop in Northland 
 
Article reprinted from Wavelengths July/August 2009 E-Edition 
 

   

Habitat 500 brings home the bronze!  
Who needs Lance Armstrong when we've got 
Team Duluth bringing home some precious metal 
in support of affordable housing? We'd like to 
take this opportunity to congratulate Larry 
Scanlon, Dave Spoelhof, Kathleen Walls, Jerry 
Walls, Megan Elm, Phil Burke (L to R in the 
photo), Craig Sterle and their sponsors for 
participating in this year's Habitat 500 ride 
through the hills and valleys of southeastern 
Minnesota. Riders earned over $10,000 in 
proceeds, placing our newly-merged affiliate third 
in total earnings statewide.   
  
Needless to say this is a shot in the arm in these 

tough times and has allowed us to continue building hope and awareness across Western Lake 
Superior.  
Though the temperatures remained on the cool side during the week-long ride, wind was an ever-
present challenge. Seasoned veterans including team leader Phil were given a run for their money 
by a rookie on a recumbent bike. Megan fought blisters armed only with papertowels and duct 
tape but stayed ahead of her training partner Phil for the first two days. Phil cited the advantage 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=awtpz5cab.0.0.cwfel9cab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nba.com%2Ftimberwolves%2Fnews%2FRoad_Rules_Duluth-090801.html&id=preview


Megan enjoyed in gear donated by Bill Howard of Continental Bike & Ski as a factor.  Meals, 
water, safety and lodging are all handled by the good folks at Habitat MN, leaving the riders free to 
peddle away for a worthy cause, worrying only about making it up the next hill.  
These efforts allow donor dollars to go further towards serving families with safe affordable 
housing. And once again prove that it takes more than hammers to build hope.  
 
More Bike News from the Northland's Newscenter 
  
Click on the photo to learn more about Habitat 500 or visit www.habitat500.org 

Who needs Hollywood when we've got all these 
great volunteers!  
Volunteers, builders, and the grateful family all echoed this 
sentiment at the premiere of the home makeover show at the 
DECC this September. As one local leader put it, "what you are 
about to see may make it look like Hollywood built this home but 
we know better!" Knowing nods passed between northland 
neighbors that banded together to build the Huber family a 
modern marvel of architecture in seven short days. It all made 

for a great story with the stars taking most of the credit, but as Pastor Mike Keller of Sonlife 
Community Church recently wrote: "At the same time that Extreme Makeover blitzes through 
town, there's another organization that has continually impacted families since 1976..." With one 
take Habitat for Humanity has provided safe, decent homes for 32 families in St. Louis, Lake, and 
Carlton Counties, drawing on the willingness of community to reach out to neighbors in need.  
 
The story of the Johnson family home starts with a patch of raw land affectionately know as 
"Skunk Hollow" located on Spruce Street in Cloquet. Don't let the name fool you, it is a lovely 
rolling meadow made available through a very generous donation. Through careful planning and 
cooperation with the City of Cloquet, Bill Hayden and his team of Surveyors carved out two build 
able lots at a fee we could afford. 
 
Picture board members and volunteers huddled against the driving snow in early May. This 
ground blessing ceremony set the stage for the sophisticated equipment to follow. Shovels, that is. 
The volunteers of Elim Lutheran Church teamed with volunteers from Glaxo, Smith, Kline and 
UW-Superior to turn soil into a solid foundation. Concrete pro Jerry Liston enlisted Lakehead 
Trucking and Twin Ports Concrete Pumping for a pour at the right price while R.S.C. Rental 
provided the equipment necessary for a smooth finish. Expert operator Josh Rundke of Shelton 
Excavating teamed up with Scott Hiettola (Sara's brother and owner of Scooter's Cattle Ranch) 
to insulate the slab and smooth the way for work to follow. 
 
Scene Two: The Carlton County Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans led by Chris 
Nelson take a pile of lumber and turn it into walls. Members of St. Matthew's Lutheran Church in 
Esko also lent a hand and a hammer in country barn raising style. With a single story to build 
there were no cranes or booms necessary, just hard hats and muscle. 
 
The following Saturday we raised the roof with trusses purchases from Kymala, a consistent HFH 
supporter.  Cornerstone Construction professional Tim McComb brought his work trailer, tools 
and twenty close friends from the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Duluth to set them in the 
right place. Dan & Sara's friends rallied to install sheathing and prepare for professional roofer 
Steve Lambert (another Adventist member) so he could get the shingles set before yet another 
round of foul weather blew through Cloquet. 
 
 
 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=awtpz5cab.0.0.cwfel9cab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.northlandsnewscenter.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2F51703497.html&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=awtpz5cab.0.0.cwfel9cab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitat500.org%2F&id=preview


During the trials and tribulations Dan and Sara have experienced this past year they have sought 
comfort and strength under the sturdy beams of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Cloquet. 
Pastor Dave Hormann and his flock gave up a glorious summer Saturday to install windows and 
prep the  landscape.  Friends and family employed a wide variety of skills, all fueled by Sheila 
Peterson's wonderful Gravy & Biscuits. 
 
With walls and windows in place and roof overhead it was time for some behind the scenes action. 
Sacrificing profits for a purpose, qualified technicians went to work supplying water, heat and 
electricity. Steve Barta provided plumbing and in-floor heat services. WLSHFH board member 
John Hedquist plugged us in with temporary power. "Livewires" from Electrician's Local 242: 
Steven Larsen, Jim Leland, Doug Willman, and Matt Laveau made the connections while serving 
their community. Their dedication and sense of humor brightened up the job site in more ways 
than one. Led by Dick Barledge, trainees from Duluth-Superior Sheet Metal JATC and Iron 
Range JATC, Local 10 installed the sophisticated Air Exchange system that will allow Dan & 
Sara's home to "breathe" and provided fresh air in a super-insulated environment. Although our 
homes are built using old-fashioned values we use modern green technology to provide lasting 
savings. 
 
With the mechanicals in place the Carpenter's Union Local 361 led by Clayton Wrazidlo installed 
sheetrock and began siding the exterior. Clayton puts an emphasis on community service and it 
shows. But who would handle the messy and grueling job of mudding and tapping? Although 
skilled in all phases of construction, our weekday Builder's Club wisely chose to leave this to the 
pros. Drywall expert Forest Manyard learned of Dan & Sara's story watching a piece by Melissa 
Ganje on Fox21. He immediately felt the call to lend his personal touch and artistry to the project.  
 
The stage was now set for Jerry McComb to lead a painting party. The walls were primed and 
ceilings finished with paint donated from Kmart but Sara and her boys were hoping for something 
more personal than white for the walls. They went to the experts at Andren Paint in West Duluth 
for advice and paint at a great price. 
 
Fade to flooring: Pastor Mike and members of SonLife Community Church installed a laminated 
wood floor just this past week, making way for our Builder's Club to set cabinets. Sara's mom, Lisa 
and Dan's aunt's Nancy and Cheryl have been with them every step of the way and will be the last 
ones through with a mop and broom. Meanwhile, the Sentencing to Serve Program of Carlton 
County has been busy building Dan's "Man Cave", the storage shed that will house all the tools 
necessary to maintain his brand new home. This story doesn't end when the moving truck pulls 
away. Habitat for Humanity is committed to supporting families as they adjust to the responsibility 
of homeownership and learn to take care of the house they built with help from so many caring 
folks across Western Lake Superior. 
 
Update: Join us for the Dedication of Dan & Sara's new home on Sunday, December 6th at 
2 pm. 911 Spruce Street in Cloquet. 
 
 
 



 

More Than Hammers Part Two 
It takes more than hammers to build hope. In our first edition of Wavelengths 
we admitted that building a house, even a simple, decent Habitat house is a 
big undertaking. Especially with a full time staff of one. 
It takes more than dedicated volunteers banging nails to build a brand new 
home. It takes dedicated donors that send what they can even in times like 
these. And it takes vendors and trades professionals willing to partner with 
Habitat for Humanity to bring the cost of construction within reach for working 
families. Building on faith means having a solid plan and allowing God to fill in 
the pieces. 
  At the beginning of this year our board of directors made the decision to re-structure staff in order 
to allow the director to concentrate on programs, family support and resource development instead 
of strapping on a tool belt each and every day. The Lord has provided professional site supervision 
in the form of retired Union Carpenter Dave Engstrom. Dave is compensated through the Senior 
Aide program, saving us thousands of dollars. Deborah Jackson of Duluth Workforce 
Development takes great care to recommend candidates that resonate with the cause. In return 
we  provided computer training that allows Dave to remain productive without a hammer in his 
hands. 
  What about the wood, nails, shingles and windows needed to build a safe, decent affordable 
home? Tom and Bob at Cloquet Home Center are more than happy to provide quality local service 
at Habitat-friendly prices. The Home Depot in Duluth enrolled Western Lake Superior HFH in the 
U.S. Communities partnership, qualifying us for contractor pricing and an annual rebate for roofing, 
siding and other supplies not available through our generous national partners (see our sponsorship 
section for a full list). These discounts and donations allow donor dollars to stretch farther. 
  Tracy and the good folks at Lake Region Storage provide space to store materials from individual 
donors but we need a way to get those supplies to Spruce Street. We've saved thousands in gas, 
insurance and such with vehicle support from Al & Renee at Cloquet Ford-Chrysler. We store 
materials on site in a construction trailer provided by J. Boldt Construction. Not only does this 
allow for a safe, uncluttered workspace it also offered peace of mind knowing that materials are in a 
dry secure spot. 
  All throughout the building process volunteers keep hydrated with bottled water from Culligan of 
Cloquet. Kim Lund and the great folks at B & B Market meet additional water needs. Alice Holm 
has coordinated snacks for Carlton County volunteers for many years. She's called on area 
churches like Zion Lutheran and Our Redeemers to keep our workers motivated with treats. She 
even met the challenge of feeding hungry Timberwolves when they visited in July. 
  Melissa Swor and the hardworking pros at National Title are helping us craft and close our unique 
no-interest loans to homebuyers. Local Attorney Karen Olson also helps us dot the I's and crossing 
the t's. Even as board members Jenny Cooke and Linda Gute work to provide the opportunity of 
homeownership to deserving families like Dan & Sara, they work at maintaining a supportive yet 
accountable relationship with our existing partner families. The caring and committed counselors at 
Lutheran Social Services assist our homebuyers and Family Support Committee in finding the 
best possible solutions in these challenging times. Licensed professionals like Sarah Priest from 
Community Action Duluth, JoAnne Lundberg, and board member Beth Hohenstein make sure we 
carry out our work with competent compassion.   
  Of course there is also the work of keeping our bills paid and finances on track, a task performed 



with skill and heart by Office manager Diane Klepatz. Retired Public Works Director Dick Larson 
serves as treasurer and keeps a watchful eye on cash flow; he's got a knack for setting tile too. 
Nobody would know Habitat for Humanity made dreams comes true here in the northland without 
media relations' guru Linda Nervick on our team. And it all comes together when individual donors 
like you support our efforts to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action for all God's 
people.   
 
 So as you see it takes more than hammers to provide safe, affordable housing for all God's people. 
We'll continue to combine the time, talent, and resources of our entire community as we build a 
future where everyone has a safe place to sleep in Western Lake Superior. 
 
 
"Habitat for Humanity is building much more than houses.  By building hope it is building 
relationships, strengthening communities, and nurturing families." - Paul Newman, Actor, 
Habitat Volunteer 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Diva Day  
On a day in early October that felt more like late November the 
job site turned a decidedly spring-like pink. Drizzle did nothing to 
dampen the glow on the faces of the ThriventBuilds Divas as 
they joined together to help the Johnson family build their home. 
Held at various Habitat for Humanity build sites throughout the 
state, Diva Days are a chance for women to show that they know 
how to pound nails too. 
 
Asked if the quality of work was acceptable future homeowner 
Dan Johnson (wearing a pink sweatshirt in honor of the event) 
responded "It is by far, even better than I thought it was going to 
be--even with the weather the ladies don't stop,". 
 
Representing Thrivent Financial for Lutherans' commitment to 
faith in action, workers said they're happy to rebuild a future for 
the Johnson family. "Even though it's raining and it's kind of a 
yucky day, this is what warms the heart," said Judy Dinger of 
Thrivent Financial. 
 

See the story on Northland's Newscenter 
 
 
 

 
 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=awtpz5cab.0.0.cwfel9cab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.northlandsnewscenter.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2F63454802.html&id=preview


A Brush With Kindness  
Habitat for Humanity is about housing. Our mission is to make 
safe, affordable shelter a matter of conscience and action for 
all God's people. For thirty years our main tool to achieve this 
has been new home construction. When people think of Habitat 
they picture volunteers in hardhats raising a wall alongside 
Jimmy Carter. While this has been an effective and emotional 
way for folks to put their faith in action and has helped over 
300,000 families realize the dream of home ownership we feel 
we can and must do more.                                                             Seniors from Marshall help a homeowner 
         
Everyday very low-income homeowners face upkeep and accessibility issues that negatively 
impact their ability to remain in their homes. Many of these folks are elderly or disabled and do not 
have the resources or the network of support necessary to make repairs on their own. That's 
where Habitat for Humanity comes in. Across the country we're partnering with local churches and 
service groups to paint, prune, and provide access ramps that will allow them to stay in the place 
they call home. 
 
    Do you know someone who loves his or her home but could use a little help with the upkeep? 
Maybe mother nature has taken charge of the yard or old man winter has done a number on the 
exterior paint? In the new year Western Lake Superior Habitat for Humanity will roll out a new 
program that will provide preventative medicine for low/no income homeowners whose houses 
could use a little TLC.  
 
A Brush With Kindness Quick Facts: 
 

A Brush With Kindness is a repair ministry that fulfills Habitat for Humanity's 
mission of ensuring that all God's people have a simple decent place to call 
home. 
 
Qualified applicants must own their home, which must serve as their primary 
residence.  
 
Qualified applicants fall under the same income requirements as Habitat 
homebuyers (under 60% of AMFI). See our website under "homeownership" for 
2009 HUD numbers. 
 
Qualified applicants must not be able to pay for improvements through other 
means and are expected to work alongside volunteers as they are able. 
 
Projects are generally limited in scope to exterior maintenance work that can be 
completed in a single day, typically Saturday.  
 
Church, school, and service groups may sponsor an ABWK project by raising the 
money to cover material costs and providing volunteers. Habitat for Humanity 
provides tools, technical support and supervision.  
 
We'll learn more about A Brush With Kindness and how you can participate in the Winter edition of 
Wavelengths... 
 

 



 How about those sponsors! 

Cloquet Ford Chrysler              National Title-Duluth 
Cloquet Builder's Center          Continental Ski and Bike      
Lakes Region Storage           Twin Ports Concrete Pumping 
Culligan of Cloquet                   Darrell D. Johnson Excavating, Inc.         
B & B Market, Cloquet              Kmart 
Home Depot                            Thrivent Financial for Lutherans  
Irrestistible Ink 
                                                                      
 
National Corporate Partners 
Dow Foam, Schneider Electric Supply, Ferguson, Hunter Douglas, Larson Storm Doors (thanks to 
Hagen Paint & Glass in Cloquet), and Whirlpool 
                                              
 
Please support the businesses that believe in safe decent shelter for all God's people in Western 
Lake Superior. 

 

We'd like to thank Kim Snell, Cheli Ruud, and Dorine Houck for their dedicated service over the 
years and wish them all the best as they concentrate on family and career. We wouldn't be here 
without their expertise and vision. We'd also like to welcome Beth Hohenstein to our board. Beth 
comes to us from SMDC and has been instrumental in revitalizing our family support committee. 
We're delighted that she has agreed to join us in the years to come as Western Lake Superior 
Habitat for Humanity builds hope one home at a time, making simple, decent shelter a matter of 
conscience and action for all of God's people.  

Sincerely, 
 
The WLSHFH Board of Directors 
Pastor James Hagen - President 
Richard Larson - Treasurer 
Linda Gute - Secretary 
Jenny Cooke 
John Hedquist 
Beth Hohenstein 
Daniel Maddy 
Janelle Schnieder - St. Scholastica Campus Chapter                                                       

and staff  
 
Daryl Yankee - Director 
Diane Klepatz - Office Manager 
Dave Engstrom - Construction Coordinator 
 
Western Lake Superior Habitat for Humanity 
2002 W. Superior Street Suite 9 
Duluth, MN 55806 
please visit our website at: www.habitatduluth.org 
(218) 722-5849 
  
To make a donation in support of safe decent shelter please send to the address above or click on 
the PayPal button below. PayPal accepts donations in $5.00 increments. 
We appreciate your support! 

http://www.habitatduluth.org/


  
  

  
  
Western Lake Superior HFH is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 

  

 
Save 
100% 
on a subscription 
to Wavelengths 

If you would like to receive an electronic version of our newsletter click on 
the "Join our Mailing List" link or clip this coupon and send it to: 
Western Lake Superior HFH/Newsletter 
2002 W. Superior Street Suite 9 
Duluth, MN 55806 
 
Your Name:                                                                       . 
 
Your Email Address:                                                           . 
  

Wavelengths is published in hard copy Quarterly and via email bi-monthly. 
To help us save dollars and trees by receiving "wavelengths" by email, click on the link 
below: 
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